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Waves from an ultrasonic source generated with a laser pulse are investigated. We solve

the equation of thermoelasticity to compute the normal velocity on the surface of an

aluminium test piece. The computed and the measured normal velocities are compared

to determine the absorbed energy in the test piece and the distribution of the laser energy.

We also consider the effect of ablation of the test piece when high power laser pulses are

irradiated.
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